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LATEST REPORT FROM BLUFF CREEK,NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

"HU}rTING GIGA��HROPOD. On May 23, 1969, Dr. Bernard E. Northrup, Old 
Te stament Professor of San Francisco Baptist Theological Seminary, 
guided a group or his students and graduates on a • Big foot Bash•. 
Remarkably successful, the group found over 1,000 Bigfoot tracks in 
snow and a few blurred tracks in wet red clay in the five day tr ip in 
Humboldt and Del Norte Counties. Richard Steeg and Bill Elliott and the 
prof. vrent up Friday and set up camp at the Notice and Blu.ff Creek camp­
ground and checked the immed iate creek area. Hi�boots are· needed at this 
season to reach the long s and and gravel bars. We concluded that logging 
operations on the west· aide of Bluff Creek have driven Bigfoot out except 
for hunting forays. 

"saturday morning Steve Seidler, Bert Lessard, Jim Sproul and Clark 
Lindsay arrived, and the team drove up the rain soaked road past Laird 
J.ieadow s . Hiking from 4,3.50 ft., we found a single clear print

, 
12 inches 

long, with p artia l toe prints at the edge of the snowline at 4 , 600 ft._ 
Two stretches of 30 and possibly 75 more rain-blurred prints of good 
stride crossed two small snot-r banks. Of all the tracks found, only these 
could have been faked, as they were near several se�s of boot prints 
going and eoming. The tra il of two hiker s continued up through the deep­
ening snowbanks and circled Onion Lake whera pungent wild onions pushed 
back the snow on the southeast side. About 300 yards beyond the Onion 
Lake sign on the r oad above, a huge set of tracks 16 inches long t...rith a 
!�8 in ch stride began to superimpose one hiker ' s tracks like a. gargantuan 
boy showing himself how much of a man he wa s. He was stepping in every 
second left and right boot track. tlhera the hikers were having difficulty 
in the soggy-firm 3 ft. drifts ru�d used a 24 inch s tride, his stride was 
48 inches. Where they lengthened to 28 inches, he· used a 56 inch stride 
to match. The stain of his tra cks , still carrying the red mud o� the 
occasionally bare road, could still -be seen clearly_even though the rain 
had wiped out the toe prints and glare �ade the low contrast prints a 
difficult photo subject. The impressed boot print usually could be seen · 

crushed under it� 
· 

"From extensive study in light rain tt-ro da:ys· later, \.re determined 
the approximate rate of track decay in the nearly steady light drizzle. 
·The tHo boo ted and one Bigfoot trails t.;ere very likely m ..... de ori the after-

. noon of Friday the 23rd. He m ndered if the hikers were fr•om Dr. Pauley s 
group from Los Artgeles. The evidence in the basin forced us to conclude 
that Bigfoot had entered the area. �rom the north flo-v1.ing FecvJ'an creek 
branch that-drains Onion Lake. His tracks ascend the shoulder of the 
road there. With an icy v.rindy drizzle to our backs, we followed his 
dirnned trail on Ionday through the little valle south tot-rard Onion Lake. 
Bigfoot had Handered from one dead tree to anot ....... er, stripping them of 
their loose bark up to nine feet high, leaving large sections scattered 
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around the snow funnel at its base on top of the slowly melting snow. 
I found one fine, light black hair, very light at root and tip, at 
one such tree. This trail of shattered bark stopped just short of the 
lake. We concluded that, surprised by the two hikers along the lake, 
he had hidden, then had followed them down the road to Boundary Ridge 
road junction just two miles from Blue Creek Hountain, ,,rhere they and 
he had follovred the road south. That the hikers Here in real danger 
was certain. 

11But that Saturday 1-1hen first exploring,we determined to force 
our weary we.y on up to Blue Creek 1'1ountain Hhere many dust tracks have 
been found. We pushed through the so�tened surfaces of increasingly 
heavy drifts. The road is steep for a snow hike , climbing about 400 
ft. in less than two miles. At about the Del Norte County line "t.re 
picked up the trail ot two more Bigfeet, their rain-softened tracks, 
about ·16 inches long, striding together at a four foor pace up tha 
gra.de where ¥re seminarians were puffing and groaning from the struggle. 
After 400 yards they topped the saddle and turned do1vn the snowfree 
slo_pe toward Laird J.'iea.dows. \ve plo1-1ed through the soggy surfaced snow 
on .up the last grade to Blue Creek Mountain, seeing many times what 
appeared to be old tracks, but sun and rain had so blotted these that 
we could not be certain. Finally, following the wisdom and example of 
the giant \-roodsmen He had been rollowing earlier, we skirted the 
remarkable rim of Notice Creek croLyon at the top, went down the snow­
drifted rim and across the slope to our cars, thankful for compass and 
contour map in the clouds and forest. These high canyons, 1ike upper 
Notice Creek, are extremely likely spot s for a midsummer expedition , 
�or they will be·cool, well watered and protected.by steep slopes. We 
may try therh in August if we can raise funds. · 

_ "The 25th produced no tangible results, one party searching pain-
fully in upper Bluff Creek. Kelsey Pietsch and Russ rrt1omps-on had now 
joined this group. Another party laborously opened Nikowitz jeep trail, 
rolling tons of rock and trees to enter the rim of Nikowitz canyon and 
lower Soapstone Gulch on the saddle between them.·· Apart from 'Unident­
ified spoor, a heavy trail of crushed brush and smne fearrul brush 
crackling at the ·v;rong time, nothing '\·Ias located on the hard slopes. 
Yet we coneluded'that this deep canyon area, away from most logging 
operations,well protected by deep forests, was ideal winter range. It 
is likely that they raise their families here where snows are limited 
to 3 feet, where game seeking low altitude will come, where man will 
almost never intrude for long. 

"We Seminarians are convinced that our •Giganthropod' (giant man 
foot) is some form of strangely degenerated homo ··sapiens, not the 
product or evolution. He may be related to heidelbergensis and gigan­
thropitheeus and others of the Pleistocene epoch, which we believe to 
be far, far more recent than the present scientific view. 

n O:f one thing v-1e are positively convinced. The more than one 
thous��d tracks and other evidences �ound high in the snow of Del Norte 
and Humboldt Counties prove to us that • Giganthropod' is real and soon 
to be :round." --- By Dr. Bernard E. Northrup. 

An exceptionally fine map of the TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST in southeast 
Alaska, can be obtained by· '\vrit:t.ng to the Forest Supervisor, .U • .s. 
Forest Serv1.ce, Jtmeau, Alavka, Thi;; map shoks all the main coastlj_ne 
and the islands in much detail - all potential Sasquatch country. 
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BIGFOOT SIGHTED ABOVE PARADISE, BUTTE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

No, 5 

The fOllowing report comes to us f'rom Mr. & }fr s. Robert. L. Belune O·f 
��galia, Butte County, California, and is printed here with their 
kind permission : 

�ou may be interested to lmow that my husband and I have seen what 
we believe to be a Bigfoot in Butte County, California. To our lmow­
ledge, nothing of this nature has been seen here before. 

"On April 16 ( 1969) about midnight, t-le vJere driving along the road 
from Paradise to Stirling City. The surrounding country is thickly 
wooded� well watered and criss-crossed by deep canyons. As we drove 
around a long curve our headlights shone on what appeared to be a man 
in a fur suit, crossing the road. For one moment we had a rront view 
as he turned tot.;ard the ca.r, then v.ralked into the darkness. Our impress­
ions are that he · was over six feet tall, completely covered with short, 
black hair which seemed to be flecked either with \-Ihite h airy patches 
or mud. His face 't..ras white and hairless although the features appeared 
as a blur. The eyes did not glow in the light as would the eyes of an 
animal. The head was small and came to a peak at the top. He was heavily 
built with particularly heavy legs. He did not run, but shufrled away 
with a definite limp, once turning his head to look back at our car. The 
following morning I returned to the area to look �or footprints but 
could find nothing. The ground near the road is rock, gravel and hard 
elay. 

"We have lived in this area for ne arly .ten years. ¥� hu sband is a 
writer and photographer specializing in outdoor stories for such pub­
lications as Field and stream and Sports Afield. I mention this with 
the hope that you will believe we are reasonable people, not given to 
hallucinations brought on by the novelty of a back-woods road at mid­
night. 1Jaturally vie have given a great deal of tbought to what it could 
have been, other than Bigfoot. A bear is out. ��ere are bear s in Butte 
County, but all are smaller and do not cross highways on their hind legs -
e·specially .v-then one is apparently sore. The idea o:f a hoax occured to 
us. Chico State College is about thirty miles aHay and this is the sort 
or involved trick that might appeal to cotlege students, except that on 
a week-night, duri!i_g a non-huntl-ng or fishing· season, at midnight, this 
is a very lonely road. The chances of a motorist passing until morning 
are slim. We even thought of the possibility of someone bent on robbery 
expecting that a motorist would stop at such an apparition. But again 
the laek of traffie makes this very unlikely. 11 By }'Irs. Robert L. Bebme. 

BEN E. FOSTER Jr., Rt. 1, Box 1197 Kimberly Road, Anderson, California, 
96007, wants to correspond with anyone who might be interested in a 
mysterious area called Hermit Valley he has discovered on the Oregon 
coast Hhere dogs and horses refuse to enter. Ee also writes : " I:f 
anyone is interested in tranquilizing equipment please have them contact 
me as I have much information on permits and locations where it can 
be obtained. n 

ANOTHER EXPEDITION into the Bluff Creek area, headed by Dr. Steven .r-1. 
Pauley of Pacific Palisades, Cali:fornia, �rent in during the latter half 
or Nay but t.;e have no report from them up to the time this issue goes 
to press. 
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100-YEAR OLD SIGHTING OF BIGFOOT IN CALIFORNIA 

We _are indebted to JTif McCLARIU for turning up this remarkable account 
and for his permi s sio n to reprint it here . He found it in the files of 
tke old weekly BUTTE RECORD, in the issue of Saturday, November 5, 1870. 
Note that the i ncident described happened the year before, in 1869. 
The sighting took place among the eastern slopes of the Coast Range of 
California,in western Stanis laus Coun ty . The Cr ow · Canyon ( Crow Cr eek ) 
and the Orestimba C reek mentioned run back into the hills west of the 
towns of Crow s Landing and Newman. 

"A correspondent of the An tioch LEDGER, writing from Gra ys on a�der the 
date of October 16 th s ays : 

n I saw in y our paper a short time si nce, an item c oncerning the 
1gorill�1 which was sa id to have been seen in Crow Canyon and shortly 
after in the mountains at Ores timba Creek. You sneered at the idea of 
their ( sic ) ' bei ng any such a 'critter' in these hills, and, Here I not 
better informe d, I should s n eer too, or else co nclud e that one of your 
recent prospecting party had got lost i:p the wilderness, and did not 
laave sense enough to find his way back to Te rry ' s·. I positively assure 
you that this gorilla or wildman, or whatever you choose to call it is 
no my th . I know that it exists, and that there are �t l ea s t two· of them, 
having s ee n them both a� once not a year ag o. Their existence has been 
repo rted at times for the pas t twenty years, and I have heard it said 
that in early days an oura ng - outang (sic) es cap e d r�om a ship on t�e 
southern coast ; but the creature I have seen is not that animal, and 
if it is, vrhere did he get his mate ? Import her as the web-foot did 
their wives ? Last f all I was hunting in the moQ�tains about·20 mile s 
south of here, an d camped_five or six day s in one place� as I have done 
every sea s on for·the past fifteen years. Several time s I r eturne d to 
camp; after a hunt, and saw that the as hes and char�ed sticks from the­
firep lace had bee n scattered about. An o ld hunter· notices such things, 
and very s oon gets curious to know the cause. Although my b edding and 
traps and little stores were not disturbed, as I could see, I was 
anxious to learn who or what it was that so regularly visited my camp, 
fsr clearly the half burnt sticks and cinders could not s catter them­
selves about. I s aw no tracks near the camp, as the hard gr ound covered 
with leaves would show none. So I s ta rted in a circle around the place, 
and, three hundred yards off, in damp send, I struck the track o:f a 
ma..YJ.'s :feet , ·· a s I suppossd ( sic) - bare and of immen se size. Not-r I was 
curious , sure, and I resolved to lay for the barefooted vi s ito r . I 
accordingly:took a posi tio n on a hill s ide, about s ixty or seventy fe et 
from the fire, and, securely hid in the brush, I 1...raite_ d and watched. 
Two hours and more I s at there and �ren d ered if th e owner of the feet 
would come ag ain, and whether he imagined what an interest he had 
created in my enquiring r:1ind, and finally what p o ss ess ed him to be 
prowling about there with no shoes on. The firep lace was on my right, 
and the spot where I saw the tra ck was on my lef t , hid by the bushes • 

. It was in this direction my attention was mos tly directed, thinking 
the visitor would appear there, and be s ide s , it was easier to sit and 
face that we..y. Suddenly I was s urpri s e d by a s hrill \·Thistle, such as 
boys produce Hith two fingers under their tone;ue , and turning quickly, 
I ejaculated, 'Good God 1' as I saw the ob j e ct of my solicitude stand­
ing beside my fire, e rec t , and and ( sic ) looking suspiciously around. 
It was in the ir.naee of a man,but it could not have been human. 
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I was never so benumbed with astonishment before. The creature, whatever 
it wa s, stood fully five feet high, and disproportionately broad and 
square at the fore shoulders, with arms of. great length •. The legs t.,;ere 
very short, and the body long. The head was small compared with the rest 
of the cre ature, and appeared t o  be set upon his shoulders without a 

.neck. The whole was covered with dark brewn and cinnamon colored hair, 
quite long on s ome part s, that on the head standing in a shock and 
growing cl o se dovm to the eyes, l i ke a Digger Indian's. As I looked 
ke threw his head back and whi s tled again, and then stopped and grabbed 
a stick from the fire. Th�s he swung round, until the fire on the end 
had gone out, when he repe a ted the manoeuver. I wn.s dumb, almo st , and 
eould only look. Fifteen minutes I sat and wa t ched him as he whistled 
and scattered my fire about. I could easily have· put a buttet (sic) 
tl�ough his head, but why s hould I kill him ? Having amused himself, 
apparently, as he desired , with my fire, he started to go, and , having 
gone a short distance he returned, and was j o i ned by another - a female, 
umnistakeably - when both turned and walked past me, 't.J"ithin .tt..;enty yards 
of where I sat, and disappeared in the brush. I c ould not have had a 
better opportunity for observing them, as they were unconscious of my 
presence. Their only ob je c t in visiting my camp seemed to be to amuse 
themselves with swinging lighted sticks around. I have heard ( related ?­
Ed.} this story many times since than, and it has often raised an in­
credulous smile ; but I have met one person who has seen the mysterious 
creatures, and .a dc�en of whom have come ac ro s s their tracks at various 
places bet't.veen here and Pacheco Pass. 11 

DAVID CAIDJADY, 2632 Bly street, Klamath Falls, Oregon 97601, wants to 
correspond with anyone int e r e s ted in the theory that there may be a 
co�ection between-Bigfeet and UFOs. 

CANDID PRESS, June 8, 1969, has an 
article titled "I Came Face To Face 
With A Sasquatchn by Karl Wallenbach. 

FACTS vlORTH KNO�viNG : There is a 
BIGFOOT DRIVE IN at Oakhurst, Cali£­
ornia, a SASQUATCH Soccer team rrom 
Chehalis, B.c. and a boat named the 
SASQUATCH at Everett , Washington. 

RICHARD L. TIERNEY, now in Alaska, 
has turhed up a recent report of a 
track sighting at \ihi tev.rater Bay on 
the southwest coast of Admiralty 
Island. \ve hope to have full details 
in the next issue. 

We were delayed getting out the 
BIGFCOT BULLETI J this month due to 
the current riots in Berke ley. The 
Copy Service which prints the 
BULLETIN is right next door to the 
People's Park ! 


